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Minutes of the Stanfield Parish Council Meeting held on Monday January 15
th

 2018 at 7.30 

pm. in St Margaret’s Church, Stanfield. 

Summary of Agreed Actions- To be acted upon as soon as possible with updates sent to 

Councillors 

                                   

 Highways                   The Clerk to deal with problem down Church Lane 

 Grass cutting                               The Clerk to write to Mr Gary Lake 

 Internal Audit                             The Clerk to write to Mrs Brooke 

  

Councillors present:  Mr R Duffield, Mr I Thompson, Mrs M Jenkins, Mrs L Walker & Mr 

Britton                                    

 

Others Present:          1 elector, Dist. Cllr Trevor Carter and County Cllr Mark Kiddle-

Morris. 

 

1. Welcome and to consider accepting apologies for absence 

Mr Duffield welcomed those present to the meeting.  There were no apologies for absence to 

be received as all the Parish Councillors were present. 

 

2. To declare any Interests re items on the agenda 

Mrs Jenkins declared a Personal Interest in item no. 11,   to discuss the grass cutting contract 

for the coming season 

 

3. To confirm minutes of the meeting held on November 13
th

  2017 

The minutes had been circulated.   The Clerk read out the minutes to those present.  Mr 

Thompson proposed the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  

This proposal was seconded by Mrs Walker and carried by the Council. 

 

4. To discuss any matters from the minutes of November (not on the agenda) 

The Chairman had received a verbal request from a parishioner regarding receiving a cheque 

from the Fuel Charity account. She will be sent a cheque and her name will go on the list for 

this Christmas. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PERIOD 

Cllr Kiddle-Morris reported that the Government is allowing Councils to raise the council tax 

by 3%/£12m extra is needed because of bad weather problems and utilities.  £6m has been 

spent on delays.  There was an extra £20m put in for extra work.  Pot hole work will not 

suffer because of costs but capital improvements will.  Additional social care and children’s 

services will have another 3% but next year it will be different.  £30m needs to be saved next 

year and the following year.  It is hoped businesses will come into Norfolk to raise some 

money. 

 

Cllr Carter reported that some money went into Broadband and it will be spent this year and 

is on-going.  A meeting will be taking place in March.  The increase in council tax is 

manageable.  It will make a difference of £76.00 for band A to C houses.  The car parks in 

Swaffham are a problem as residents in Swaffham and outside the village also, are using the  

car parks whilst they travel on buses to Norwich.  Cars are there for over 8 hours. Breckland 

is considering implementing a maximum stay of 2 hours.  Cllr Carter gave the Chairman a  
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letter he had received from Capita regarding Back Lane.  The situation is in litigation and it 

will be August before it is dealt with.  The applicant is appealing against the Enforcement 

action. 

 

5.  To discuss Correspondence 

The Clerk had been informed that Breckland had money available for Parishes to purchase 

play equipment but as they do not want any, their portion will be allocated to another Parish.  

The only other mail received was a copy of the Clerks & Councillors magazine. 

 

6.  To discuss any Planning Issues 
There were no new planning applications to discuss. 

Stanfield Quarry – there is no update on the Quarry and it will go on the next agenda.  

Back Lane – this was discussed under Public Participation.    

 

7.  To discuss Highways Matters   

There is a large pot hole in the middle of Church Lane, opposite Cherry Tree House.  The 

mains water runs down the road and it is possible that there may be a mains leak. The hole is 

very large, about 18” diameter and about 6” deep.  The Clerk will telephone the Highways 

Department and report the problem.  

 

8.  To discuss the new rules regarding Data Protection 

New rules and a policy will have to be in place by May and the Parish Council needs a Data 

Protection Officer.  The Clerk distributed paperwork for the Councillors to study and the 

subject will be discussed in more detail at the next meeting.  Cllr Carter reported that it may 

be possible for one Officer to work for several parishes. 

 

9.      To authorize financial payments 
Mr Duffield proposed the following financial transactions be authorized for payment, 

seconded by Mrs Walker and carried:-  

 

 Clerk’s net salary for Dec. & January  £156.00        HMRC for Dec. & January  £39.00 

 I.C.O. £35.00            Mazars LLP£540.00 

 

10.  To decide on the appointment of an internal auditor by the Parish Council  

for the end of year accounts 

The Parish Council voted in favour of the Clerk writing to Mrs Brooke and asking her if she 

would take on the work of Internal Auditor for the Parish Council for year ending 31
st
 March 

2018 and for her to submit a quotation of her costs. 

 

11.   To discuss the grass cutting contract  for the coming season 

A quotation for £504.00 had been received from Mr Jenkins for the forthcoming grass cutting 

season.  The work to be carried out was grass cutting in the churchyard and the strimming of 

the banks and car park.  6 cuts to be carried out as and when needed.  Mr Duffield proposed 

this be accepted, seconded by Mr Thompson and carried.  A letter of thanks for his past work 

will be sent to Mr Gary Lake. 
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12.   To set the meeting dates for 2018 

The dates for the meetings during 2018 are as follows:- 

Monday 12
th

 March at 7.30 p.m.    

Monday 14
th

 May at 7.30 p.m.  Preceded at 7.00 p.m. by the Annual Parish Meeting 

Monday   9
th

 July at 7.30 p.m. Monday 10
th

 September at 7.30 p.m. 

Monday 12
th

 November at 7.30 p.m. 

 

13.   To receive items for next agenda 

To discuss the Stanfield Quarry 

Fuel Charity Cheque for £75.00 for parishioner 

 

14.   To confirm date and time of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held on Monday March 12th 2018 at 7.30 p.m. in St Margaret’s 

Church.    

 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting finished at 8.30 p.m.         

 

 

                                                                

………………………………………………………………………       …………………… 

Chairman                                                                                                     Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


