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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday March 14th 2016   at 7.30 pm. in St Margaret’s Church, Stanfield.

Summary of Agreed Actions- To be acted upon as soon as possible with updates sent to Councillors
· Website                 Mr Duffield will make further investigations about this.

Councillors present:  Mr R Duffield, Mr D Britton, Mr I Thompson, Mrs L Walker and 

                                     Mrs M Jenkins
Others Present:          Cllr Mark Kiddle-Morris, Cllr Trevor Carter and 1 elector
1.
Welcome and to accept apologies for absence

Mr Duffield welcomed those present to the meeting.  There were no apologies to be received.

2.
To receive any Declarations of Interest

There were no interests declared.

3.
To confirm and accept Minutes of the 11th January meeting

The minutes had been circulated.   Mr Britton proposed the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  This proposal was seconded by Mrs Walker and carried by the Council.

4.
To report on any matters arising from the minutes of January (not on agenda)

There were no matters arising.
The Chairman suspended the meeting for the Public Participation Period.
When the Councillors present had given their reports, the Chairman suspended the Public Participation Period and resumed the Parish Council meeting.

5.
To report on Correspondence received

The mail that had been received was:-

 A copy of Clerk’s & Councils Direct magazine.
Breckland’s competition for children to design a poster re smoke-free areas around children’s play areas

6.
To discuss any Highways issues  

This subject had been discussed under Public Participation.  The bad pot holes have been reported by Mrs Jenkins and she passed onto the Parish Council the reference number she had been given.

7.
To discuss any Planning Issues 

3PL/2015/1402/F  E A Daniels & Son, Manor Farm, Back Lane, erect grain storage & general purpose agricultural building, planning permission received
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8.
To authorize any necessary financial transactions
Mr Britton proposed the following financial transactions be authorized for payment, seconded by Mr Duffield and carried:- 

 Clerk’s net salary for Feb. & March  £156.00    HMRC tax for Feb & March  £39.00

Clerk’s end of year expenses invoice  £192.34    G Lake Grounds Maintenance  £275.00
Internal Auditor (replacement for lost cheque)  Yr ending 31st March 2014  £45.00

9.
To receive update on the Fuel Charity donations situation

Mr Duffield had chased up the situation and was informed the best way forward was to close the current bank account and set up a new one.  This would be quicker than trying to chase up the current situation of changing signatories.  Document evidence will be taken into Lloyds Bank.
10.
To discuss progress with the B.T. Box situation

As far as work on the B.T. box is concerned, Mr Jenkins is waiting for the better weather to arrive.  The defibrillator is ready to go in, the paint and cabinet have been purchased and work will be carried out as soon as possible.
11.
To receive update on the website idea

There is nothing further to report at the moment.
12.
To receive information from the Clerk regarding grant for website 

£150.00 has been awarded to help fund the website and £50.00 has been awarded to pay for training on how to use and maintain the website. 
13.
To discuss progress regarding the paper bank idea

The paper bank is now installed and is situated in the car park.
14.
To receive items for next Agenda 

Election of chairman and Vice Chairman for the following year
Adopt the end of year accounts

Update on the website idea

Update on the Fuel Charity donations situation

15.
To confirm date and time of the next meeting  

The next meeting will be held on Monday May 9th 2016 at 7.30 p.m. in St Margaret’s Church.  This meeting will be preceded at 7.00 p.m. by the Annual Parish Meeting.

 There being no further business to discuss, the meeting finished at 8.30 p.m.                                                                           

………………………………………………………………………       ……………………

Chairman                                                                                                     Date

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Report from Cllr Kiddle-Morris

He said that council tax at NCC will rise by 3.99%.  The Government has decided that there is a rapidly ageing population, so it has agreed that instead of 1.99% it will be 3.99% but the extra 2& will be ring fenced.  Cllr Kiddle-Morris thought this rise will be the same for probably the next 3 to 4 years.  Devolution is still under discussion.  Norfolk and Suffolk will be joining forces, plus a few other areas have to come in to the deal.  There will be the need for an elected Major for all the areas.
There is some pipe-work under the road near Mrs Daniels but NCC does not own this pipe.  Mrs Daniels had contacted Cllr Carter late one evening about this problem and he suggested she contact Cllr Kiddle-Morris, as he could not help her.

Report from Cllr Carter

The Chancellor of the Exchequer will be making an announcement on the budget soon and will talk about Devolution.  Breckland is not actually committing itself on this subject, but it is just following the process.  Horningtoft has its WiFi post going up soon.  Breckland is starting a Hub in Elizabeth House and people will be able to visit to seek help regarding the DWP and Health, etc.  There will be another set up in Thetford.  Breckland put in some money for Better Broadband and it was match funded by the Government.  By 2017 everyone should have at least 2 megabytes of speed.  Fly tipping is a problem as a washing machine was dumped and is now in a meadow
The resident that was present said that he had come to the meeting to offer his help in the village if he can and he was thanked by the Chairman for this offer.

